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ABSTRACT Human trafficking involves various circumstances not only in Ethiopia but worldwide in general and
it is a complicated phenomenon. The problem was unheard of until recently, however, variables associated with
child trafficking are labelled as “Push and Pull Factors”. The contribution of pull and push factors do not only
support one another but they are also supplemented by other intermediary factors. This empirical research paper
sets out to explain the associated pulling factors and intermediary factors of child trafficking in South Gondar,
Ethiopia. This paper applies the quantitative research method namely, the descriptive design, which is used to
address the research questions. A total of 636 household participants were selected by systematic random sampling
technique in order to fulfil the quantitative survey. Analysis was carried out using Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS) version 24.0 statistical software packages. The data was analysed by logistic regression, bivariate
analysis, multivariate analysis and cross tabulation of factors associated with child trafficking were thus thoroughly
investigated. The study interpreted the quantitative findings to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
associated pull and intermediary factors for the child to be trafficked in Ethiopia. The result of this study is on
based on bivariate and multivariate significant outcomes using SPSS, information and communication factors are
possible community associated factors which contributed to child trafficking in the society under pull factors and

intermediary factors.

INTRODUCTION

Human beingswere bought and sold like ma-
terialsfor merchants as an exchange by warriors
and kingsin the early nineteenth century. Unfor-
tunately, this horrible trade has continued in a
moreterrible manner called human trafficking or
modern-day slavery. Theissue of human traffick-
ing isahuge concern for most nations. In Ethio-
pia, trafficking in peoplehas been acommon prac-
tice- affecting individualsand communitiesirre-
spective of age, gender and ethnicity. Child traf-
fickingin Ethiopiaisoneof their main social prob-
lems. The United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC 2009) defineschild trafficking as
“the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbour-
ing, or receipt of child, by means of threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, abduction,
fraud, deception, the abuse of power or of aposi-
tion of vulnerability” for the purposes of sexual
exploitation, economic and other personal gains.
Childtrafficking refersto any movement or trans-
portation of a child for the purpose of exploita-
tion, criminal activitiesand forced marriages. Ac-
cordingto Howard (2012), child traffickingisthe
illegal movement of aperson whoislessthan the

biological age of 18. It isvery significant to un-
derstand that a child less than 18 years cannot
give her or his consent. Ethiopian children have
their own personal reasons to become involved
intrafficking. The contribution of pull and inter-
mediary factorsis discussed asfollows.

Associated Factorsfor Child Trafficking

Pull Factors (Demand-Side Factors) to
Child Trafficking

According to Endeshaw et al. (2006), demand
sidefactorsof child trafficking are those reasons
and conditionsthat createsthe demand for cheap
labour of migrants and abusive working condi-
tionsin a country. Therefore, demand for servi-
tude, prevalence of sex work, and the general de-
mand for cheap labour in larger cities act as the
main pull factorsin Ethiopia. Child vulnerability,
in a sense that it enables the person to be easily
subjugated into performing any task under any
conditions. According to Ark of Hope for Chil-
dren (2016) and Anteneh (2011), unemployment,
perceived job opportunities overseas, dysfunc-
tional home situations as well as relatives and
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friends who live in the destination country who
boast that they have better lifestyles motivate
childrento becomeinvolved intrafficking.

Thevictim’srelatives, friends, associatesand
family membersplay asignificant roleininternal
child trafficking in Ethiopia. In addition to this,
those children living in violent homes or an envi-
ronment of alcoholism fear returning homedueto
actsof retribution or guilt shaming. (Endeshaw et
a. 2006; Gjermeni 2008; Van Hook et a. 2008). On
the other hand, Righy’s (2011) findings state that
trafficking is a complex phenomenon. Together
within this complexity, the contributing factors
may includethelack of communication between
parentsand children, turning adeaf ear to others
experiences and mistrust of authorities.

Like peer and family pressure, negative atti-
tudes surrounding home life, low performance,
low mativation in education and the ever present
networking of traffickerslocally has been found
asthe contributing factor for trafficking (Anteneh
2011). Asthescholar describesthe main pull for
child trafficking is peer influence. Friends often
influence one another and children are very im-
pressionable at an early age. Generally children
liveinthe city centres and only go back hometo
visit sporadically or during holidays. Obviously
this leads to the local children being impressed
and are in turn encouraged to be just like their
friend who visited from the city centreswith new
clothsand adifferent fashion sense. Usualy when
they come back home most of them haveill -in-
tentions while trying to convince and take some
children for their employers because they think
will have someonewho knowsthem and will help
asaguiding hand, and the employee also will be
full of gratitude, so they don’t go back alone once
returning from the holiday period and that is a
very common problem.

L ately, accessto technology and information
transfer have become instrumental in spreading
the pull factors, making individual sripe for traf-
ficking (Anteneh 2011). Especialy limited immi-
gration lawsand weak protectionin Ethiopiahave
contributed to the expansion of the role of traf-
fickers, acondition that has aggravated child traf-
ficking. People are aways looking for the best
place to live for themselves and their families.
The storiesand images of improved living condi-
tions spreading vialnternet Communication Tech-
nology are serving as a sufficient pull factor for
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trafficking. Therole of technology and globalisa-
tionisasignificant factor dueto instant commu-
nication around the globe (Chung 2009). Face-
book, internet and other local socia media have
significant rolesintrafficking by transforming and
transferring information. Sometimes peopledo not
use social mediafor positive proposes, for truth
and educational purposes such as teaching,
awareness creation and for positive motivation.
Rather social mediaisnow more commonly used
forillegal activities.

Additional Factors(Both or NonePull and Push
Factors) for Child Trafficking in Ethiopia

As per Anteneh (2011) findings, the shortage
of skilled policeto examine child trafficking, cor-
ruption, ignorance, low prosecution success due
to of lack of evidence, lack of willingnessto sup-
port the victim by providing information about
traffickers, lack of investigation skillsof officers
and lack of common understanding of humantraf-
ficking andthelow level of reporting are contrib-
uting factors (Anteneh 2011). Hasan et al. (2011)
similarly argued that child trafficking occursasa
result of the inadequacy of community policing
and security. In addition to this, especialy for
those children who livein an environment of vio-
lence and alcohol abuse, fear of returning home
or thedesireto avoid going home becomesamore
viable solution or suitable option. (Endeshaw et
al. 2006; Gjermeni 2008; Van Hook et a. 2008). To
the child the option of being trafficked becomes
an attractive temptation as it provides a way to
avoid this destructive domestic/home environ-
ment and at timesmay seem likethe only solution
to this continuous cycle. Trafficking in Ethiopia
iscarried out by adense network of brokers, smug-
glers, andtraffickers. Theact of tradingin human
beings is well organised and well managed and
now with more publicity, thisis being more rec-
ognised. This has led to the Ethiopian govern-
ment passing laws regul ating human trafficking.
It must be noted that no direct assistance to vic-
timsof trafficking have been forthcoming because
thewomen and girlsare often regarded asinvisi-
ble, which in turn makes victims afraid to go to
the authorities. At the end no oneis held respon-
siblefor their suffering and abuse (Kubai 2015).

Globalisation and therol e of technology play
asignificant roleinthe abuse of power intermsof
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child trafficking. The transformation and trans-
fera of information hel p to inform everyoneabout
thevariousactivitiesaround the globe and whil st
theinformationisnot alwaystrue, thishas proved
to be asizable contributing factor to the traffick-
ing magnitude (Chung 2009). In addition there
are factors like poor and limited knowledge on
recruitment processes, preferencefor afast track-
ing method of migration whichisvery dangerous
and most often, an illegal method of trafficking,
prevalence of traffickers throughout the country
who brainwash young girls with false promises
and hope which is the common modus operandi
used by illegd traffickers (Wakgari 2014). Domi-
nant policy responses have tended towards the
draconian by paralleling effortsto “end child la-
bour” through targeting the work that is equated
with trafficking or the migration that leads to it
(Howard 2014). Child trafficking networksare se-
cretive, informal, and at times, involveritualsand
cults. Furthermore, there is a low prosecution
success rate due to the lack of evidence, lack of
willingness to support the victim to provide in-
formation about traffickers, lack of investigation
skillsof officersand lack of common understand-
ing of humantrafficking. Thisleadsto the current
low level of reporting (Anteneh 2011).

Corruption playsamajor role in human traf-
ficking in countries around the world. As an ex-
ample, thereweretwo civil wars between North-
ern Sudan and South Sudan, which led to South
Sudan gaining its independence in 2011. “ They
were a middle-income country because they ex-
ported oil but within just five years, thanks to
corruption, South Sudan isnow impoverished and
the 16" poorest country in theworld. Sudanisa
little better off, but it’still the 52" poorest coun-
try.” And off course both countries also have a
horrible problem with human trafficking (Grim-
minck 2017). As Rezene's (2015) research high-
lights, the majority of the traffickers operate in
collaborationwith officialsand authoritiesin plac-
es of high standing power, border guards and
policeofficias(Rezene2015). Duetoitslucrative
nature, child trafficking has continued to grow
and attract many into this practice, making this
problem ever more entrenched.

Theor etical Framework

Theissueof child trafficking includes several
factors, facilitators and role players which con-
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tribute to the issue. Ethiopiais one of the coun-
triesthat have listed asthe source of human traf-
ficking, and in this research the General Strain
Theory isused to uncover thelink of community
factorsto child trafficking.

TheGeneral Srain Theory

Regarding totrafficking, General Strain Theo-
ry to explore the factors that contribute to child
trafficking, and to explain how children are pushed
by socio-economic and socio-cultural factorsinto
thisillegal activity. The generad strain theory is
concerned with explaining the causes and fac-
torsof delinquency. Themain reason for traffick-
ing is stress, this stressor could invite or expose
childrenfor vulnerability of push factor to betraf-
ficked. Stress causes delinquency, and mainly
delinquency could be the outcome of trafficking
(Agnew et al. 2000). In Ethiopia, there are many
child stressorsthat |ead them to be trafficked such
as economic stress, social stress and political
stress, all could be contributing factors for the
children to becomeinvolvedintrafficking.

Genera Strain Theory (Agnew 1992) argues
that peopl e experience negative emotionsthat are
caused by various negative relationswith people
around them and this encourages some type of
coping mechanism. Children and their family rela-
tionship can be one factor for delinquency. This
negative relationship makes children vulnerable
to socia problems. Delinquency occurs mainly
when the parents are not close to their children,
poor facilitiesat school, parents or guardiansfail
to control their child and ineffective sanction way
arethefactorsfor child to be delinquent (Agnew
1992). Since adolescents do not disclose their
emotions, they lack the possibility to negotiate
or communicate effectively with their parents,
guardians and teachers (Agnew 1991). Due to
these negative relationships, children resort to
becoming involved in child trafficking (Agnew
1935).

Inequalitiesin society facilitate the minor to
becomeinvolved intrafficking. Unfairnesswith-
in the society, discrimination, gender inequality,
child abuse and the general system of the coun-
try encourage the child to be trafficked since in-
equity leads to anger and frustration (Agnew
1992). Unfairnessin political, economic and so-
cia levels, unfairness in the family and unfair-
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nessat individual level result in crime, instability
and trafficking. The macro or socia situation
could also affect the individual’s perceptions to
strain by influencing the individual’s beliefs re-
garding what is and is not adverse, gender vio-
lence, inequality between social status, econom-
ic status, background and biological sex havealso
significant influence on trafficking. The socia
environments could make it problematic to en-
gage in behavioural coping of a non-delinquent
nature.

RESEARCH DESIGN AND
METHODOLOGY

This quantitative study used cross sectional
techniquesand applied descriptive, inferential and
exploratory research designs to understand pull
factorsto child trafficking in Ethiopia. The flow
of the research paper begins with research prob-
lem at hand and after examining the research prob-
lemsthefollow upistheresearch questions. Once
the questions have been formulated, data collec-
tionisperformed. The datacollectionisdonevia
a two-step process namely a primary and sec-
ondary process. The primary datacollection con-
sists of semi-structured questionnaire. The sec-
ondary data collection process is an intense re-
search and review of publicjourna articles. Once
both steps of the data collections have been done
the analysis process begins. This process entails
analyzing the data collected, ensuring al infor-
mationistrueand correct and freefrom errorsfor
example: duplication, unanswered question, void
guestionnaires. When analysis is complete, the
interpretation of the collected databegins. Appli-
cation of knowledge is applied and the analytics
of thedatais performed to provide preciseinfor-
mation, which will be used for the presentation of
all information collected. Based ontheinterpreta-
tion of the data analysis, the presentation is
formed together with adiscussion to supplement
the presentation. Once discussed, theresearch is
summarized and concluded with recommendations
provided.

TheAdopted Research M ethodology and
SamplingM ethods

This study adopted a quantitative research
approach, with the aid of quantitative survey for
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data collection. A total of 636 study respondents
were sampled, households were selected by sys-
tematic random sampling technique. Thissample
was calculated using the single population pro-
portion formula. Since datawas not available on
the magnitude and associated push factors rel at-
ed to the child trafficking in the study area, 50
percent of the population is used to determine
the sample size based on single population pro-
portion and thelevel of precision (d) is(0.05), as
shown herewith: -

= (Za2)*p(1-p)
{2m) pUD)

Accordingly,
- Z,whichistheexpectedlevel of confidence,
is95 percent /1.96,
- B whichisthe approximate proportion will
be taken as 50 percent,
- d, thedegree of accuracy requiredis5 per
cent [Maximum]
Therefore
_ (1.96)%0.05(1-0.05)
n= 0.052 =3

84

Subsequently non-response rate which was
estimated to be 10 percent of the respondents
wereincluded in the sample. Therefore, thetotal
samplesize (n) were= 384 + (0.1 x 384= 39) for
non-response rate =423, then multiplied by de-
sign effect 423'1.5=636.

Therefore the total sample size of this study
is 636, out of the 39 different locations of South
Gondar, datawas collected from 7 different loca-
tions which equated to 20 percent.

Research Design

The systematic random sampling method was
usedin all study locations. This sampling proce-
dure was implemented to select the seven study
locations (Fig. 1). The sample size distributed to
thesampled locationis proportional to the size of
the household due to the difference in the num-
ber of householdsin each Kebele (district munic-
ipality). If the person from the selected house-
hold was unavailable during the data collection,
the next nearest household was included in the
survey.

Sudy L ocations

The selected study |ocations were the Feder-
a Democratic Republic of Ethiopia(FDRE), refer-
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[ South Gondar ]

Debre Tabor

Fig. 1. Households sampled
Source: Adopted from Tolla and Singh 2018

ring to the very ancient and religious country
located in East Africa, commonly called and rec-
ognised as the Horn of Africa. According to the
Ethiopian Central Statistical Agency, Ethiopiais
the tenth largest country in Africathat coversan
areaof 1,104,300 squarekilometersandisbordered
by Kenya, Djibouti, Eritrea, Sudan and the Soma-
lia(CSA 2008). Theresearchwasconducted inthe
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, South-
ern Gondar [Debub Gondar (Amharic: £0-0 778¢)]
of theAmharaNational Regional in specifically
Este and Debre Tabor province. It is found 678
km North West from Addis Ababa, the capital
city of Ethiopiaand 113 km to the East of Bahir
Dar, the capital city of Amhara region. Debub
Gondar (Amharic: -0 72£¢)] (or South Gondar)
isaZonein AmharaRegion.

Thelnclusveand ExclusiveSudy Criteria’s

Inclusivecriteria: Any householdin East Este
woredaand Debre Tabor woredaare volunteer to
participate.

Exclusive criteria: Any person who is resi-
dent in Este selected in the distinct and person
who has less than 18 years old.

Sudy variables. Dependent: - child traffick-
ing practicein East Este and Debre Tabor woreda::
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E—— Kebele 01

Respondents ]
N=90

Respondents ]
N=100

Kespondents ]
N=T7A

Kebele 01 H Res::;:::}ems
Respondents
Kebele 02 —{ i
Kebele 03 ‘—f Respondents ]
N=100
Kebele 04 —f Respondents ]
N=110

Independent - Demographic factor, economic fac-
tors, cultura factors, education and awareness
of the community and protection strategies.

TheMethod of Data Collection

Thisresearchisempirical research. Datawas
collected by using the structured questionnaire
or fixed response questionnaire. The procedure
of selecting the 636 participantswasby selecting
the households of every 20" house. Then the
questionnaire were applicable based on those 20
householdintervals(1, 20. 40, 60, 80, 100) accord-
ing to the respondents name list and house num-
ber if thiswasapplicable. Therespondents names
and house numberswere provided by the Kebele
(district municipality). About 40 individualswere
used as data collectors. Two training sessions
were given before and after the pre-test for valid-
ity of the questionnaires. In addition, they were
trained on overall procedures of data collection.
The questionnaires were checked by supervisors
on adaily basis for completeness.

To keep the research ethical, the researchers
took every possible precaution to refrain from
doing unethical work. Participantswereinformed
about the purpose of the study and the use of the
data; the consent form was prepared and both
participants and the researchers co-signed. It
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must be noted that all data collection was based
on the full consent of participants.

Method of DataAnalysis

Data was analysed on both descriptive and
inferential statistics after the collected data was
edited, coded and cleaned before it was entered
into acomputer. Information from the completed
guestionnaires was entered into a computer and
analysed using Statistical Packagefor Social Sci-
ences (SPSS) version 24.0 statistical software
packages. The data was analysed by logistic re-
gression of SPSS program, bivariate analysis of
factors association, Multivariate analysis and
Cross tabulation of pull factors associated with
childtrafficking.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSON

Theresult of thisstudy ison based on bivari-
ate and multivariate significant outcomes using
SPSSto determine the extent of child trafficking
and the three independent variables (socio-de-
mographic, information and communication and
pulling factors) have been discussed briefly from
the findings of the study.

Freguency Distribution of Responseon
Socio-Demographic Char acteristicsof
Respondents, East Esteand DebreTabor
Worda, Ethiopia

Table 1 displaysthe socio-demographic char-
acteristics of respondents, East Este and Debre
Tabor worda, Ethiopia2016. A total of 636 respon-
dents participated in the study. Asit is clearly
seeninTable 1, therate of response was 100 per-
cent. Inconsistent and incomplete data and in-
voluntary respondents are not used for data col-
lection, and analysis. Asitisdemonstrated in the
table, the sex composition of the respondentsis
37 percent maleand 64 percent female. Thetable
also denotes that the frequency of age between
20to 50 years constituted 80 percent of the total
respondents. As it can be clearly seen from the
table most of the respondents (32 %) are church
educatorsand 13 percent areilliterate. According
to Socio-demographic result of Table 1 the high-
est proportion of the respondents (89%) were
Ethiopian Orthodox Christians and the rest are
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Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of re-
spondents, East Este and Debre Tabor worda, Ethio-
pia 2016

Variables N=636 Percent (%)
Sex

Male 228 36.8

Female 408 64.2
Age of Respondents

20-50 years 511 80.3

Above 50 years 125 19.7
Education Level of Respondents

Illiterate 79 12.6

Church education 204 32.4

1-8-Jan 145 23.1

9-12-Sep 92 14.6

Above grade 12 109 17.3
Religion of Respondents

Orthodox 565 88.8

Muslim 67 10.5

Protestant 3 0.4

Others 1 0.1
Marital Status

Married 483 76.2

Single 82 12.9

Divorced 69 10.9
Number of Children

3-Jan 354 55.7

8-Apr 252 39.6

>9 30 4.7

Musdlims and Protestants. About 76 percent of
the respondents are married and most of them
have 3 children.

Frequency Digtribution of Responseson
Information about Child Trafficking
Characterigticsof the Respondent East
Esteand DebreTabor Wor da, Ethiopia

Table 2 demonstrates the frequency distribu-
tion of responseson information about child traf-
ficking characteristics of the respondents, East
Esteand Debre Tabor woreda, Ethiopia2016. As
it isdisplayed in the table below out of the total
number of 636 respondents, about 40 percent of
the respondents don’t have any knowledge about
child trafficking therefore as seen from the table
about 60 percent have information on child traf-
ficking, 0.05 percent of the respondents are in-
formed by formal education. Of the 60 percent
that are informed about 47 percent are informed
viamedia, and 41 percent from community educa-
tion. According to theresultsfrom the Table 2, 35
percent of the respondents have personaly ex-
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Table 2: Frequency distribution of response on
Information about child trafficking characteris-
tics of the respondents, East Este and Debre Tabor
woreda, Ethiopia

Variables N=636 Percent (%)

Have you ever heard in
formation about child trafficking

Yes 379 59.9

No 254 40.1
Informed by formal education

Yes 3 0.5

No 633 99.5
Informed by media

Yes 301 47.4

No 334 52.6
Informed by community education

Yes 263 41.4

No 372 58.6
Prior own experience

Yes 178 28

No 458 72
Community experience

Yes 188 29.6

No 448 70.4

Recall child trafficking incident
on the family members or
someone closer

Yes 213 35
No 369 60.7
| am not sure 26 4.3
Do you know how child are \
trafficked
Yes 379 59.6
No 257 40.4
Through unknown persons
Yes 207 32.5
No 429 67.5

Through known individuals
from the locality

Yes 344 54.1

No 292 45.9
Through their friends

Yes 338 53.1

No 298 46.9
Through themselves

Yes 219 34.4

No 417 65.6
Through their families

Yes 277 43.6

No 359 56.4

perienced child trafficking of their family mem-
bers and/or known persons, about 60 percent of
therespondentsknow how children aretrafficked;
about 32 percent by unknown persons, 54 per-
cent through known persons from their district
area. 53 percent of children aretrafficked by their
own friendsand 44 percent by their own families.
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Frequency Distribution of Responseon the
Respondent (Pull Factors) for Child Trafficking
in East Esteand DebreTabor Worda, Ethiopia

The pull factor is measured by two variables
that are: children’s expectations and parents’ ex-
pectations. Asit clearly seen from Table 3, from
the total number of 636 respondents, 62 percent
think that lack of attention or neglect isthe main
reason for childrento betrafficked. About 49 per-
cent think employment could attract children to
relocate to another area, about 84 percent of re-
spondents (parents) assume that their children’'s
desirefor improved or better living condition at-
tracts themselves to be trafficked and about 96

Table 3: Frequency distribution of response on
pulling factors characteristics for child trafficking
in East Este woreda

Variables N=636 Percent (%)
Lack of attention or neglect
could be reason for child
trafficking
Yes 397 62.4
No 239 37.6
Employment opportunities
attract children to trafficking
Yes 312 49.1
No 324 50.9
Better living conditions attract
children to trafficking
Yes 534 84
No 102 16
Independency/autonomy attract
children to trafficking
Yes 611 96.1
No 25 3.9
Independence is expected
benefit of the trafficked
children of parents
Yes 592 93.1
No 44 6.9
Cash income from traffickers
is expected benefit of parents
Yes 597 93.9
No 39 6.1
Improved living standards/
conditions are expected benefit
of parents
Yes 522 82.1
No 114 17.9
Employment of their children
is expected benefit of parents
from trafficking
Yes 594 93.4
No 42 6.6
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percent of children are attracted by autonomy or
independence specifically to be free from paren-
tal control and restrictions. While according to
the results about 93 percent of the children’sin-
tention is to benefit their parents, 94 percent of
parents expected cash income from the children
and about 82.1 percent of parents expected better
living conditions from trafficked children. The
parents/relatives and other people in the study
area have high expectations with regards to bet-
ter living conditions dueto trafficking, thereisan
added expectation of employment of their chil-
dren in mgjor cities which in turn will produce
cashincomefor their householdsfrom their traf-
ficked children. Similarly, the children expect bet-
ter living conditions and employment in major
citiesif they aretrafficked.

Similarly, according to Endeshaw et . (2006)
through demand-side factors of child trafficking
there are reasons and conditions creating the
demand for cheap labour and other activities;
vulnerahility is essential. The demand for servi-
tude, underage sex work and general demand for
cheap labour inthe mgjor citiesand towns act as

the main pull factorsin Ethiopia. About 93 per-
cent of parents or relatives expect employment
fromtrafficked children. Theresults of the study
show that the majority of parents/relativesor oth-
er peoplein the study areahave very high expec-
tation of better living conditions from trafficked
children. Also thereisan expectation of employ-
ment of their childrenin town and thisequatesto
cashincomefromtheir children. Inthe sameway,
the children expect better living conditions and
employment in town if they are to be trafficked.
Table 3 displaysthefrequency distribution of re-
sponseon pull factorsfor child trafficking in East
Esteworeda.

Bivariate Analysis of FactorsAssociated with
Child Traffickingin Southern Gondar withMore
Specified Attachment with East Esteand Debre
Tabor Location

Bivariate analysis of pull factors associated
with child trafficking in Southern Gondar, as seen
from Table 4. The odds probability of the parents
who have accessto radioismorelikely that their

Table 4: Bivariate analysis of factors associated with child trafficking in Southern Gondar with more
specified attachment with East Este and Debre Tabor location

Variables in the Equation

Sg. Exp(B) 95% C.I. for EXP(B)

Lower Upper

Variables

Existence of child trafficking

Parents who have radio

Yes 136

No
Have you ever heard about child trafficking before

Yes 116

No
If yes, by community education and experience?

Yes 69

No
Do you know how children are trafficked?

Yes 116

No
If yes, through unknown persons?

Yes 69

No
If yes, by known individuals from the locality?

Yes 106

No
If yes, by their friends?

Yes 104

No
If yes, by their own families?

Yes 88

No

30 0.000 2.340 1.508 3.629
310 160

49 0.002 1.845 1.261 2.700
263 205

97 0.033 1.476 1.033 2.110
138 332

50 0.02 1.826 1.251 2.666
263 207

97 0.004 1.711 1.186 2.470
138 332

60 0.003 1.722 1.196 2.480
238 232

62 0.005 1.692 1.177 2.432
234 236

78 0.004 1.677 1.175 2.395
189 281
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child will betrafficked (COR=2.340; 95 percent
Cl=(1.508, 3.629)) than the family who do not
ownaradio. Theaccesstotechnology andinfor-
mation is acontributing factor for child traffick-
ing due to the spreading of the information of
what is going on in the world and children are
attracted by what they are informed and influ-
enced viaradio, thismakeschildrenripefor traf-
ficking. Theimplication of this, resultsin that fam-
ilieswho have accessto media coverage and fo-
cus only on the entertainment (music and mov-
ies) and advertising aspect of thismediatelecom-
munication, often project false hopeand lifestyles
totheir children.

Therefore the media channels obligations
should beto transfer knowledgeabl e information
and not to only focus on entitlement more specif-
ically mediachannelsneedtowork to cresteaware-
ness and give the factual information about city
centresand trafficking. Sincethere are numerous
channels which could be utilised widely in the
nation to prevent trafficking but this is not the
case.

The odds show that parents who heard about
child trafficking and have avagueideaabout traf-
ficking are more likely to have their child traf-
ficked (COR=1.845; 95 percent Cl= (1.261,2.700))
compared to a parent who has not heard about
trafficking. Although the research results does
show that the society is still progressing with
trafficking even if they do not have any knowl-
edge about trafficking. Thisindicatesthat thein-
formation the participants have or receiveviathe
media channels are not always direct and accu-
rateinformation. I nformation and communication
factors (globalisation, factual awareness about
trafficking, lessawarenessof child rightsand ac-
cess to communication) have been found to be
themain contributing factorsfor trafficking from
this research study.

The probability of parents with information
through community education and community
experiencearemorelikely to havetheir child traf-
ficked (COR 1.476; 95 percent Cl=(1.033, 2.110))
compared to achild’sfamily who hasnoinforma-
tion through community education and commu-
nity experience. Ethiopian governmental and var-
ious non-governmental organisations are work-
ing to combat trafficking in different locations of
Gondar, specifically with community mobilisation,
awareness creation and experience sharing with-
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in the society. But according to the results, this
awareness creation or mobilisation is not effec-
tively working to prevent and combat trafficking.
Irrespective of the information communication
technique, the problem of child trafficking in Ethi-
opiaisstill growing rampantly.

The odds ratio of probability results by the
South Gondar respondents regarding the society
who have knowledge on child trafficking ismore
likely (COR 1.826; 95% Cl=(1.251, 2.666)) to have
their child to be trafficked than the respondents
who do not have any knowledge about child traf-
ficking. Thefamilieswho know how to send their
children to aforeign areais more likely to have
their child trafficked than the families who have
no knowledge about child trafficking. Therefore,
from this analysisit could be concluded that in-
accurateinformation and connectionsarekey fac-
tors; the more the parentsknow how to send their
child to big city centres, the higher thelikelihood
of them trafficking their child.

The respondents who know traffickers from
thelocal municipalitieswere morelikely to have
their children trafficked (COR 1.722; 95 percent
Cl=(1.196, 2.480)) than the family who did not
know traffickers. Many known peoplefromthese
local areas have small business or big business
which demand human resources, such as coffee
houses, hotelsand bars. Traffickershave extend-
ed large networks starting from low-class society
to high-class society and from lower kebele! level
to thetownsand cities, their main recruiting tool
for traffickingisafalsepromiseinlifestylein Ethi-
opia and abroad/overseas (Rezene 2015). Most
brokersor known traffickersarerich, well known
and respected by the community. Some society
groupsknow that the brokersfromthelocal areas
facilitate and employ teenagers. Some govern-
ment officials and police are also engaged with
thiswork. The officialsknow that the brokersare
trafficking children but no action istaken and no
protective measuresare enforced. Mg ority of the
traffickersoperatein collaboration with officials
and authorities in positions of power, border
guardsand police (Rezene2015). Duetoitslucra
tivenature, child trafficking has continued to grow.
Parents or guardians of trafficked children are
under false illusions and are unaware of the se-
vere exploitation to which their wards are often
subjected. In Ethiopia, trafficking is carried out
by well-organised group of traffickers, smugglers
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and brokers(Kubai 2015). Trafficking by brokers
are often practiced albeit the Ethiopian govern-
ment developed and endorsed regulatory and le-
gal framework. Theabsence of implementation of
law and lack of direct assistanceto the child vic-
tims subjected the trafficked children to second-
ary victimisation.

Respondents whose friends were trafficked
weremorelikely (COR 1.692; 95 percent Cl=(1.177,
2.432)) to betrafficked than thosewho didn’t have
any trafficked friends. Trafficking has apositive
association with peer pressure due to the effect
and impact from returnees, thiswasthe main con-
tributing factor. Children who are aready living
in semi-urban and fully urban areas will usually
come back to parents following holidays. What-
ever situation they might bein large city centres,
they came with anew way of living or different
lifestyle. They usually do not want to disclose
their work situation or the suffering they endure
or hardship experienced in city centres. Thus,
more children will follow them dueto thelack of
honesty and peer pressure. Returnees have close
tieswiththeir employersor brokersso it becomes
easy to take on the role of atrafficker. General
Strain Theory also arguesthat people experience
negative emotions that are caused by various
negative relations with people around them and
this encourages some type of coping and crime
becomesacoping mechanism. If these strainsare
viewed as severe, unjust and are linked with an-
ger they canresultin crimina activity asacoping
mechanism.

The families are very kind but also gullible
due to ignorance which often leads to some par-
ents entrusting their child into the care of their
relativesin order for the child to have accessto a
better education and life in urban areas or large
towns. Some of them also send their children to
gain employment and help the family by provid-
ing money. All this occurs because of the false
promisesfromtheir own relativesand falseinfor-
mation provided about city centres.

MultivariateAnalysisof Factor sAssociated with
Child Traffickingin Southern Gondar withMore
Specified Attachment with East Esteand Debre
Tabor Location

Previously as the result presented the odds
ratio of the parents who have the access of radio
ismorelikdy (COR=2.340; 95% Cl=(1.508, 3.629))
to havetheir child trafficked than thefamily who
doesnot have accessto aradio. The sameresults
were produced in the adjusted results indicating
that the parent who has access to aradio as be-
ing more likely to have a child to be trafficked
(AOR=2.200; 95% Cl=(0.1.103, 4.386)) compared
to aparent without accessto radio (Table5). The
implication of these resultsindicate that the me-
diacommunication is focusing mainly on enter-
tainment namely movies, music videos and ad-
vertising of big city lifestyles and this could at-
tract children to betrafficked to city centres. The
media channels should focus on broadcasting
relevant information such asthe social problems
facing the nation which would include child traf-

Table 5: Multivariate analysis of factors associated with child trafficking in Southern Gondar with
more specified attachment with East Este and Debre Tabor location

Existence Sig.  Exp (B) 95% C.I. for EXP(B)
of child
trafficking Lower Upper
Yes No
What is your educational background 61 143 0.013
The parents who have religious educational background 36 109 0.002 0.248 0.101 0.611
The parents who have primary education background 18 74 0.008 0.273 0.104 0.712
The parents who have secondary education background 16 93 0.002 0.176  0.059 0.526
The parents with university education background 33 46 0.056 0.361 0.127 1.026
The parent who have radio access 136 30 0.025 2.2 1.103 4.386
The district which has easy transportation or 153 13 0.018 0.255 0.082 0.794
public transport
The family who understands the effects of 124 42 0.065 0.511 0.25 1.044

mistreatment of their child
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ficking. This would create awareness and edu-
cate people across the board including the large
society living intherural areas.

Crosstab Analysis of Expectation of Cash vs
Child Trafficking

Table 6 indicates that the relation between
cash expectation by thefamily membersand child
trafficking. Parentsallowed their child to betraf-
ficked to urban places due to the desire to access
of income. When dealing with a broker or some-
one'srelative there is aways the promise of the
child's salary to be sent to the parents. Regard-
ing family dutiesand responsihility, children, usu-
ally daughters, tend to be more responsible when
it comes to supporting their parents, this results
inthese children engaging in varioussocia prac-
ticeslike servitude and other menial employment
inthecity centres. Thisin turn leadsto marriage
to escape their current lifestyle problems. Often
thevictim’srelatives, friends, associatesand fam-
ily play asignificant roleininternal child traffick-
ing in Ethiopia. The general strain theory iscon-
cerned with explaining the causes and factorsfor
trafficking is stress, this stressor could invite or
exposechildrenfor vulnerability. In Ethiopia, there
aremany child stressorsthat lead them to be traf-
ficked such as economic stress, social stressand
political stress, all could be contributing factors
for the children to becomeinvolved intrafficking.

Thefinancial constraints together with unre-
alistic expectations and desperation of parents

make their children vulnerable to trafficking, as
they are more likely to search for risky solutions
andto havebdlief infdsepromises. Children might
have access to employment after migration and
trafficking, but they usually have a very low
amount of wage payment which is also usually
bel ow the allowable minimumwage. Childrenare
usualy exposed to physical abuse and mental
crises in urban areas including sexual exploita-
tion. Similarly, theresults here show that parents
are often misinformed of thewelfare of their chil-
dren and they expect cash income and positive
returnsfrom trafficked children.

According to theresult of thisresearch, most
parents have expectation of money from their
children and they also compare the materialistic
purchasesthey gained from the child. Thiscould
suit the expectation of strain theory focusing on
the inability to achieve goals derived from the
cultural system. There is aways the disjunction
of expectation and achievement or reward and
this expectation coming from comparison with
other individuals who have similar background
to them.

CONCLUSON

The socio-demographic factors (education,
age, marital status and geographical exposure).
Esteisakey geographical areafor trade and ex-
change point for trafficking. Thereare new faces
every day who comefor trade and business. Bro-

Table 6: Crosstab analysis of expectation of cash vs child trafficking

Cross tabulation on child trafficking

"Reason for child to be trafficked

“Parent expectation of cash

Count

Parent expectation of cash

Reason for child to be trafficked

Poverty Lack of Lack Promise  Total
attention social

and neglect service
Yes Child trafficking No 305 8 67 65 445
Yes 94 2 18 38 152
Total 399 10 85 103 597
No Child trafficking No 14 1 6 4 25
Yes 7 0 1 6 14
Total 21 1 7 10 39
Total Child trafficking No 319 9 73 69 470
Yes 101 2 19 44 166
Total 420 11 92 113 636
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kers and other persons use this as an advantage
to gain accessto children easily. Socio-economic
factors(poverty, parent disintegration, entitlement,
lack of structured facilities, influence of returns,
demand and hotel ownersand brokers' effect) are
the contributing factors to child trafficking. So-
cio- cultural factors (culture such as early mar-
riage, parent’s poor child care skill, gender vio-
lence, domestic violence and seasonal factor) are
the factors for children to be trafficked in East
Este and Debre Tabor Woreda. Information and
communication factors (globalisation, factual
awareness about trafficking, |ow awareness about
their rights and access to communication) have
been found to be the contributing pull factorsfor
child trafficking from thisresearch study. Gener-
ally thepull factorsfor childtraffickingismultidi-
rectional. According to the research result, the
expectation of cash and better life style on both
parents and children sideis very high, the finan-
cial constraintstogether with unrealistic expecta-
tions and desperation of parents maketheir chil-
dren vulnerable to trafficking, as they are more
likely to search for risky solutions and to have
belief infalse promises.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Theresearchersrecommend that provision of
thisclarification of childtrafficking would be high-
ly helpful to the society, since child trafficking
and chid migration for various purpose have same
context in Ethiopia, Its very important to make
sure the correct information about child traffick-
ing is well provide. What is needed is not only
written clarification but al so proper training of a
clear understating of child trafficking to all rele-
vant stakeholders and society at largeto prevent,
protect and combat child trafficking problem in
Ethiopia. From thefinding of thisresearch, child
trafficking is not a problem which is caused by
any specific, direct or single factor. Therefore,
themain concernlieswith the government of Ethi-
opia, the government should clean up the gov-
erning system and have a more receptive system
by listening to their people’s issues and gaining
a better understanding of the people. People
should also support the government on anti-hu-
man trafficking activities, they should also edu-
cate themselves correctly about trafficking and
obtain knowledge about the factors and various
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outcome of trafficking. People should be educat-
ed and taught that the main contributing factor
for child traffickingispoor traditiona and cultur-
a practices on the child like gender inequality,
early marriage, poor parenting skills, exploitation
inthe house and child labelling. The proper edu-
cation for both the child and the parent would
lead to trafficking prevention and lessvul nerabil-
ity to trafficking. The Ethiopian government
should support, assist and fund the academic re-
searchers on child trafficking for amore sustain-
able and positive outcome.

APPENDIX

1 A kebele (Amharic: 0., “neighbourhood”) is the sma-
Ilest administrative unit of Ethiopia, similar to a ward,
a neighbourhood or a localized and delimited group of
people. It is part of adistrict, itself usualy part of a
Zonewhich in turn are grouped into one of the Regions
based on ethno-linguistic communities that comprise
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Each
kebele consists of at least five hundred families, or the
equivalent of 3,500 to 4,000 persons. There is at least

one in every town with more than 2,000 population.
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